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Author’s afterword

Back in my childhood, I used to play with a middle-aged man
(an “oldbuddy” of some sort).

I can’t quite remember how we befriended each other.

But I do remember playing baseball with that old buddy in the company
of my elementary school pals.

One day, my three pals, T and the old buddy took an excursion to a

forest a bit far from our neighborhood to collect insects.

At that time, one of my pals (or it may have been myself) said something
trivial. That seemingly harmless words somehow incurred the old
buddy’s wrath. The ever-cheerful, friendly old buddy I had known was
1o more. He started to swear at us with so much vehemence and

horrible look on his face that we had never seen.

T was deeply astonished, but at the same time vaguely sensed the
strange, desolate feeling that my ordinary everyday life had somehow.
suddenly tumed into one with an alien atmosphere which belonged to a

totally unfamiliar world

Tcan’t remember how things tumed out after that.
It was the last time I played with the old buddy

Although I had borrowed a butterfly net from the old buddy. to this date I
have not been able to return it to him.

Just an enormous amount of time has passed since then.

1 don’t remember his name, either
However, I do recall his bearded face and that clumsy-looking name of

his lover tatiooed on his huge arm.
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I'started drawing this comic. Buhn, Taichi and an October Morning. in
the hope that I would be able to express that wistful, heartrending fecling
(which perhaps exists in everyone’s mind) that oceurs when one’s
ordinary “normal” life is suddenly tumed into something completely
different, owing to just one seemingly trivial event.

‘Thanks to Nada’s assistance, this time I was able to make the English
version of this work available
I couldn’t be happier If this comic can give any insight to the hearts of

readers who live far away from Japan.

‘Thank you so much for reading all the way to the end.

Best wishes,

Pocoinu
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Buhn tends to say something slightly strange from time to time. Without realizing it him-
self, he also stares at ships for a long time on daily basis. No one would have thought that
these “a bit peculiar” aspects of Buhn might sever the friendship between the two.
However, their happy days undergo a drastic change due to one event in the summer

At that time, all of the slightly awkward, unnatural aspects of Buhn (something Toshio
and Taichi always knew but pretended they didn’t see) fit together, forcing the reader to
realize that this story indeed deserves the series name Animal “Battlefield” Comics,

One may find many juicy aspects of in *Buhn and Taichi’, including (but not limited to)
the brilliant plot, the solid yet mysteriously appealing furry character design, and the
lively character movements that some of them appear even more human-like than actual
human beings, etc, efe.

As translator of this story, I was particularly attracted by the protagonist Buhn’s desperate

struggles to confront as well as accept his true self.

I was overwhelmed by that saddest look on Buln’s face afier his awakening, and was
equally shocked to realize that Buhn on his knees looked devastatingly small despite the
true size of his huge body.

While reading the story. and while translating it after re-reading like ten times or more, I

just couldn’t hold back my tears at that scene.

If I could be of any help to readers outside Japan in discering that powerful something
deeply woven into this story, I would be truly honored as not just the translator of ‘Buhn

and Taichi’ but also as a fellow reader of this remarkable work.

Also, T am solely responsible for any grammatically or phonetically unnatural English
expressions that may be found in the English translation. It all has to do with my poor
English proficiency.

On the other hand, the original Japanese work is entirely written in natural (as in contem-
porary, colloquial) Japanese. To our readers from English-speaking regions, I would
strongly suggest reading the original work, even just the sections written in fairly easy-to-
read “Katakana” or “Hiragana” words. That way, you can further immerse yourself in the
work to understand the characters” thoughts at a deeper level.
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Translator’s afterword

T am honored to take part in presenting the English version of this s comic, Buhn, Taichi
and an October Morning (7~ £ K—& 1 0 BOD§A/Buhn to Taichi to jyugatsu no asa).
This is the fourth story of the author Pocoinu’s Animal Battlefield Comics series. The first
and third stories of this series, Jet Black Norra (Ff0/ 5 /Shikkoku no Norra) and
Outlawder (779 + 01— 5 —), feature bona fide dogfights of various original warplanes.
The second story, Steel Devil (30D 58/Hagane no oni) is about men who fight for their
lives on a battle won railroad. As all of these comics focus on battles, they naturally
deserve their series title “Animal Battlefield Comics™. Just like Buln, Taichi and an
October Morning (*Buhn and Taichi"), the original Japanese version of these three comics
are posted on the Internet to be viewed for free, thanks to the author’s generosity
(http://p.booklog jp/users/pokoinumar)

On Pocoinu’s blog site, you can also find numerous illustrations created by the author
(http://3rd geocities jp/inyu33333333333333333/) Fans of ‘Buhn and Taichi’ are
encouraged to visit this site because it features Animal Battlefield Comics images as well

as Pocoinu’s comments and informative posts on ‘Buhn and Taichi’ itself.

The protagonists of the precedent ttles of Animal Battlefield Comics were closely.
involved with war all by themselves. On the other hand, the characters of *Buln and
Taichi’, at least on the first glance, appear to be not deeply related to “battlefields™
considering the peaceful pictures of Taichi and others which brighten the first title (cover)
page. The story starts as Bulin, a man of a quite huge build; heads out for work, joyfully

clanging his ‘geta (geh-tah)’, the traditional Japanese wooden clogs.

The characters live in a somewhat old-fashioned port town which may remind the reader
of Japan in her Showa era. Buhn, the protagonist, is liked by various town folks because
of his cheerful nature. The best friend of Buhn happens to be Taichi (pronounced
“tah-ee-chi’), the grandson of Buhn’s employer. Despite the age difference, they always
Took for the same “cool” stuff in life, share the same awkwardness whenever their
common ‘formidable mentor’, Mr. Toshio Aoyama (Taichi’s grandfather and Buhn’s.

employer) gives some tough scolding.
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I started translating this story with full confidence that it would be done in a matter of a
week or so. Boy, was I wrong. Translating manga isn’t really like translating
technical/business related documents (that I have been doing for most of my life).

T cannot thank the author, Pocoinu, enough. for all his help and advice he offered in the
translation as well as reinforcing my understanding of the plot. Pocoinu, I am truly grate-
ful to you for not just allowing me to translating the story in English but also for your
words of encouragement.

Hoping that someday I can meet Buhn again,
Nada
November 2014

(One of rough sketches of Buhn, courtesy of Pocoimi )
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