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A Japanese folk tale: "The Precious Raincoat of an Ogress"

lllustrated and translated by : Akanemachi Haruhiko
Original author: Yanagida Kunio



Once upon a time in a rural area of a mountainous province, there lived a pretty girl.
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In a spring day, she went to a mountain for pleasure together with village people.
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Only she lost her way and went farther away.

So, she could not came back.
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The sun was setting gradually.

TDIBIT, RARABNENTET - - -



She was puzzled which way to go.

Then, she noticed a single light over there.

And, she went there pleasantly.

c EOBATKDARWHEB S TR THYET E, AIICE2E—DITYNRRZIBDT
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There was a house of an Ogress.

- TNAEDRT -
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The Ogress warmed herself at the fireplace solitarily.

- VU= ATHFEICYE > TWE LE.
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"You came all the way. But, this is the house of man-eater. And so, you can't stay here. You'd better
look for an ordinary people's house", said the Ogress.

A, FRTELINED, TTRAZEBIEZEOERELDSADTLERIIHER. HHDAMF
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The girl felt hair-raising at the Ogress's words.

But, she said "l don't care whether I'll be eaten. Please let me stay here! If | walk in the mountain at
the darkness of tonight, I'll be certainly eaten by a bear or a wolf. To be eaten here is a little better
than such a thing."

RIFINZREWNT, ToELELED, EIBRONTEBVIEANDL, E50MEHTFIL

EDESHRDE D BEVIRIC, ISR ZSVTVWNRIEEENMRICENONSICRES>TSE
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The Ogress listened to her words and felt pity.

"Welll This is my valuable tresure. | give you this precious raincoat. And so, you'd better put on this
and go on further. If you pray a prayer three times wearing this coat, you can turn an old person or a
child or other appearance you like. And, if you shake this raincoat, you can get everything you
want", said the Ogress.

And the Ogress gave the clean raincoat and taught her how to use it.

s T 2BV TRNICBWE L L.

TNTRAELRMOEYE IThhEE, TEEEVWOYESRIICEITENS, ChEaEHMR>2T, £
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The girl gladly got the raincoat.

Soon, she turned into an tottoring old woman.

And, she left the Ogress's house.

IBIFEAT, TOEAEL->T,. BELIIFLIFOBEIADRICE ST, ILBORIMOHTHEZE
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On the way, there was a place where fearful demons gathered round.

They were hiding and waiting for passers-by.
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A demon said "Oh! Someone is passing. Let's attack and eat it!"
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"No! No! It is meaningless to eat such a dirty skinny old woman!" the other demons said and
stopped the first demon.
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The day slowly dawned.
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At that time, she came to an unfamiliar village.
And she stopped in front of the gate of a millionare's residence.

MOBBICHTHET, XEZEEFEDMADRIICIIBF L.
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"I have nowhere to go. Please let me stay anywhere!" she said.

T EEVNETYT. ECORBICTHERLWALBEVWTTIVWEED & - -
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The millionare was tender-hearted.

He said "Well! You can stay at a vacant room of our tenement house."

BRNRET, T TRREDEWVWTSEDIMICVWEARVWEE>TKNELE.



=19

After that time, she stayed at the tenement house.

In the daytime, she spun threads and so on.

ETnHs. TOREBICWT, BIZAHEREEZLTELL - - -
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In the night-time, she was bored.

Then, she stealthily returned to the girl.

And she practiced the calligraphy, etc., as nobody knew.

o RIGREAQDDOENS, HEMOBETLIT. T2 ETDIRICE>T, FEWAEZLTS
YFE L.
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Late in a night, the son of the millionare got out of the residence.

He noticed a lamp-light coming from a single room of the tenement house.

REODEFHEHZHE, E< B >THICHTREFT &, REICKE2H—D2ELAKDHY BE
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He looked into the room.

L BOTRBE - - -
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An attractive girl was calmly practicing the calligraphy alone.

- ELVBRARYBACEENELTLET.
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He wished to marry her.

Next day, he looked in every corner of the mansion and the tenement house.

But, he couldn't find her.

He was just wondering.

EID HORZFICRLWEDLER>T, RDA, EBFZRLTRILELFNES, £
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After that, a manservant found out the girl somehow.

He thought that she might have been a goblin.

So, he told the millionare about this thing.

SEE. ROTFBENEINMLT, TDRZREDIFXILT, bW EHNBER>T. TDE%
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Soon, the millionare called the old woman.

He questioned her, showing evidences one by one.

The girl had no choice but to tell of the precious raincoat given by the ogress.

ITNTREEIDELNATHET, BLAiEH L TEDTREFT &, RIFEDSEAIEVDTI
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Then, she took off the raincoat.

The old woman returned to the girl.

FH5LT. FOEAPRWTIROZRICE>T - - -
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She told him about the details of her own house.

And, she asked "Please send me home!"

o - BODREMEFLIE 2T, EIDNRDRANBIFITFIVWEEAF L.
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The millionare searched her home, using his power.

He was able to found it soon.

At her home, her family thought her to be dead and were holding a memorial service.

Then, the girl was taken back home. Her family was very delighted with exicitement.

REOATEHELTRS & BORIIPHTONMY T L.
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After a while, they decided that the girl would marry the son of the millionare.

The families had good relationship and prospered.

Everyone was happy.
(Kai province)
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