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A Japanese folk tale

Title: "Hey, Sol! Give a Metal Rope"

lllustrated, translated and written by: Akanemachi Haruhiko.
Original author: Yanagida Kunio
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Once upon a time in a village, there lived a mother and her three children.
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The mother had the children stay home.
And she went to a temple for worship.
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After that, an Ogress disguised herself as their mother.

And the Ogress came to the home.
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If you touch the hands of ogresses, you can instantly find them out.
But this Ogress wound her hands with stems of potatoes in order to trick the children.
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So, the children considered the Ogress's hands as their mother's hands.
They opened the door and allowed her to come in.
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The Ogress held the youngest child in her arm.
And she went to bed in the inner room.
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And then, the Ogress gnawed and ate the child.
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The other two children were staying in the next room.

And they heard of that sound and asked to the Ogress.
"What are you eating?"

She threw in a little finger from the inner room.

The moment they saw it, they realized she was an ogress.
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The two elder children talked about escape.

At first, the second child said "l want to go to the toilet!"

The Ogress said to the eldest brother "Open the door for him!"
And so, the two children got out of the house.
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With a hatchet, they notched a peach tree near the well.
And they climbed the tree using notches.
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The Ogress pursued them and looked everywhere for them.
When she looked into the well, she could find the children on the peach tree.
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"How did you climb the tree?" the Ogress said.
"We smeared hair oil on the tree and climbed up," the eldest child said and deceived her.
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The Ogress fetched hair oil.
And she smeared it on the peach tree.
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She couldn't climb up because it was slippery.
The second child laughed at her.
"You can't climb up with hair oil! To climb up, you need notch the tree with the hatchet!" he said.
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The Ogress heard his words and she climbed up notching the tree with the hatchet.
The two children panicked.
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They looked up at the sky and shouted "Hey, Sol! Give a metal rope!"

Then, an iron chain came down from the sky with a rattling.
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The children held it and climbed up toward the sky.

After that, the Ogress shouted the same word.
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But, at this time, a rotted rope came down from the sky.
The Ogress held it and tried to climb up.
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Then she fell down from a high place.

"BV DEBTET - - -



220

Her head crashed against a stone in a buckwheat field.

And the Ogress died.

People say that the stems of buckwheat are red because the stems stained with the blood of the
Ogress at that time.

(Higo province Amakusa county)
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