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A Japanese folk tale

Title: "Princess Melon"

lllustrated, translated and written by: Akanemachi Haruhiko.
Original author: Yanagida Kunio
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Once upon a time, there lived an Old Man and an Old Woman.
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The Old Man usually went to a hill to collect firewood.
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The Old Woman usually went to a river to wash clothes.
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One day, as usual, the Old Woman went to the river.

A melon flowed down from the upper stream.
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The Old Woman picked up the melon and came back to home.
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The Old Woman and the Old Man cut the melon into two halves.

- CEREZATEIOLOTRBE - - -



=7

Then, a tiny pretty baby girl was born from it.

They named her "Princess Melon" because she was born from the melon.

They fostered and loved her.
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She grew up bigger and bigger and became a good pretty girl.

And she wove on a loom every day.
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The Old Man and the Old Woman planned to go to the annual carnival at the village's shrine
together with Princess Melon.

And so, they went to a town for hiring a palanquin.

SEDETFHROERYICIE, RFZHESYIENTITIO EB->T, REEEIIHEEELE W
. ZATHAEMNMIZ L.



#a10

During their abscence, Princess Melon shut the door tightly and was weaving in the house.

Then, a Goblin came and asked in a disguised voice.

"Please open this door a little bit!"
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Carelessly, Princess Melon slightly opened the door.
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The Goblin thrust his fearful hand in.
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The Goblin fully opened the door.

He said "Well, Melon! | will take a persimmon fruit of the backyard for you."

And he went to the backyard with her.
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And the Goblin stripped her naked and bound her to a persimmon tree.
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The Goblin disguised himself by wearing Melon's dress.

And he was calmly weaving.
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Then, the Old Man and the Old Woman came back from the town with a hired palanquin.
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They said "Well, now! Princess Melon! Please get on this palanquin!"
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They had the Goblin riding on the palanquin and started for the shrine.
And then, the true Princess Melon shouted behind the persimmon tree of the backyard.
"Why don't you take me? Oh, oh! The Goblin is riding on the palanquin. Oh, oh!"
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The Old Man and the Old Woman were surprised at the voice and returned back.

And, the Old Man swung a scythe up.
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He cut the Goblin's head off.
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And, he discarded it into a millet field.

People say that the stems of millets turn red at autumn because they were stained with the blood of
the Goblin.
(lzumo province)
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