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A Japanese folk tale
Title: "A Novice and a Fox"

lllustrated and translated by: Akanemachi Haruhiko.
Original author: Yanagida Kunio
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Long long ago, a Novice lived in a buddhist temple in a mountain.

His buddhist name was Zzz-Ting.
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One day, the minister of the temple went out and the Novice stayed alone.

A Fox suddenly came to the entrance of the residential house area of the temple.

And the Fox called, "Zzz-Ting! Zzz-Ting!"
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The Novice was very offended.

Then, he moved to the main hall of the temple and looked through a window.

The Fox stood turning its back on the entrance.
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As the Fox rubbed its thick tail against the door, a sound "Zzz" was heard.

As the Fox knocked its head against the door, a sound "Ting" was heard.
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The Novice was clever.

He returned back rapidly, stood by the door stealthily, and threw open the door when he heard of a

sound "Zzz".

The Fox, which was just about to knock the door for a sound "Ting", rolled into the yard of the
residential house.
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Immediately he closed the door, took a club and chased the Fox.
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After a while, he lost sight of the Fox.
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And then, the Novice went to the main hall.
There were two idols of Buddha.
Either was the Fox transformed into the idol.

But he could' tell them apart.
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"Surely, you are doing such a thing well. But | can find out soon. There is no mistaking. Our idle of
Buddha sticks out its tongue during the chanting!" the Novice said.

And he chanted a holy text beating a wooden gong.
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The Fox-Buddha sticked out its long tongue hastily.

- RLWTMO BRBERIFRWEZH LI L.



211

"Well, I will go to the residential house and prepare an offering to our Buddha. I'll leave the Fox-

Buddha alone." the Novice said.

And he came to the kitchen hurriedly.

After that, the false idol came walking with short steps.
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"First of all, please have a bath!" the Novice said.

And he put the Fox-Buddha into the huge pot at the earth floor.
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The Novice put the lid on the huge pot firmly and made a fire.

And he finished cooking the Fox before the temple minister came back.
(Uzen province)
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