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Tittle : "RUROO and MEMIE" Part 2

lllustrated, translated and written by : Akanemachi Haruhiko
Original author : Yumeno Kyusaku

The Part 2 is continued from the Part 1.
These e-books (Part 1 and 2) are picture books which are made up of a juvenile story written by
Yumeno Kyusaku and its translation and pictures made by Akanemachi Haruhiko.
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A sad thing which the villagers worried about came true after all.

Memie was left alone. Why can Memie part from her tender brother 'Ruroo'? Even if a villager
comforted her lovingly, Memie did nothing but cry. And, she came to the border of the lake and kept
sitting on the grass from morning till night vacantly thinking that her dead brother might come up to
the surface.
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—————— A pitiful girl, Memie.

Several days passed after Ruroo sank in the lake. At the evening, a full moon rose slowly beyond
the lake. Seeing the surface of the lake lighted by the moon, Memie forgot to go back to home and
was sitting down. Countless Water-lilies were in bloom at the water's edge around the lake.
Unusually, their flowers were not asleep at that night. Their shadows and Memie's figure floated on
the water. As the moon rose higher, a lot of tears of dew spilled on the flowers of the Water-lilies.
Memie thought that the Water-lilies were crying for her. She said her thanks with tears to them.

"O Water-lilies! You know why I'm crying."
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Atthat time, one of the Water-lilies waved gracefully and whispered to Memie.

"A pitiful girl. If you want to see your brother, make a cord of flowers! However, you have to make the
cord so long that it can reach to the bottom of the lake before the moon of tomorrow evening rises
just above the lake. Holding the cord, you will be able to go to the Pearly Palace at the bottom of the
lake. The Queen called your brother 'Ruroo’ to the bottom of the lake."
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When the flower of the Water-lily said this, the darkness covered suddenly all around.
The moon hid behind a black cloud.
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And, the flowers of the Water-lilies began to close their petals one after another.
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"Water-lily! Please stop closing your petals a moment! Why did the Queen of the Pearly Palace call
my brother?" Memie said to one of the flowers hastily. But the Water-lily on the dark water did not
open its flower anymore.

"Why did the Queen at the bottom of the lake make me alone?" Memie cried in a sad voice. But the
Water-lilies around the lake already closed all of their flowers. And no one answered.
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The moon was hidden by clouds from then till dawn.
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Many friends gathered around Memie and said "Oh, Memie! You are making a cord of flowers here,
aren't you? Well, how pretty! What do you make it so long for?"
Although Memie started making the cord of flowers before dawn, this question made her smile

lonesomely.
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"l will make this cord long more and more. And, hanging on it, I'm going to meet my brother."
"Oh dear, if so, we shall help you!"
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Saying such a thing, all of Memie's girl friends plucked flowers here and there for Memie. Memie
twisted blades of grass into a string. Joining flowers on the string one by one, she was making the

cord of flowers longer and longer.
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Attwilight, all her friends went back to home. But Memie still gathered flowers and joined them on
the string of grass eagerly. There was no open flowers to be seen after dusk. And so, lying face
down and sleeping quietly, Memie was waiting for the moon.
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After a while, Memie felt chilly and awoke.

Before she was aware of it, the moon already went up to the center of the sky. Memie turned round
and looked at the flower cord in the moonlight. The string of grass joining various flowers was as
long as the distance around the lake. And one end was hidden from sight in grass of the large field.
Memie did not know whether the flower cord could reach the bottom of the lake. But, she held its
end tightly and dared to sink in the lake.
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The only surface of the lake was muddy. The lower part was clear like crystal and was shining
brilliantly.
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The prettiness of the grove of water plants waving in ------ .



241

TIZRYBOTHITCADHENDFTELSE. ...

The loveliness of the schools of fishes going and looking back at Memie
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However Memie was only thinking about her brother 'Ruroo’ and was sinking deeper and deeper.
And then, the Palace of the lake was coming into sight far away to the bottom. The Palace of the
lake was made of all sorts of precious stones. And many pearly steeples stood in rows like a grove.
When Memie came to the biggest outer gate, she let go of the flower cord and went inside.
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And she thought that her brother might be there and tried calling him tenderly.
"Ruroo, my dear brother ------ .
However no answer was given anywhere in the large Palace. The silvery corridor extending
faraway was glittering only. Memie got sad. She thought "My brother may not be here."
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Atthat time, a dear singing voice of Ruroo made the water tremble and reached her with clangs of
hammering somewhere in the Palace.

"Memie! Memie! Oh, my sister ------ The lake is dark. Oh, the bell doesn't sound ------ She looks at it
alone. Oh, Memie cries! Ah, Father made a bell that didn't sound ------ Ah, her brother made a bell
that didn't sound too ------ | left Memie alone. Ah, I'm at the bottom of the water Eh, Memie! Cry and
cry! Eh, if Memie's tears make the lake clear, eh, the bell may sound, eh."
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The Queen of the lake was lying on a courch of diamond and was listening to Ruroo singing. And
she knew that Ruroo was singing for the sadness of Memie left on the land, and so she said to
herself unconsciously.

"Ah, ------ | made a sad thing. In order to call Ruroo to the bottom of the lake, | deadened the sound
of the bell which Ruroo made. And | made him worry about it and throw himself into the lake. So,
Memie became alone pitifully. | am sure that she has a grudge against me ------ However | had no
choice but to do so ------ :

------ The crystal water of this lake wells out from the big fountain in the courtyard of this Palace. If
the fountain breaks, the water of the lake begins to get muddy from the surface gradually. If the
muddiness comes down and reaches the bottom, all of the inhabitants of this lake have to die.

—————— The important fountain broke again. Ruroo is the only person who can repair it. So, | had no
choice but to call him ------ .

------ In this way, | called Ruroo's father before. Furthermore, every time the fountain broke, | called
blacksmiths or bell founders again and again. However, all these persons went back toward the
land by themselves without leave and were eaten by evil fishes on the way ------ .

------ Repairing the fountain, Ruroo is now singing. Worrying about his sister, he is singing. | have a
pity on the sister left on the land. If the work finishes, | shall return him to his sister without danger on
the way. And | shall restore the bell ------ .

------ Ah!ldid a very pitiful thing indeed."

At this time, Memie already got to the door of the living room of the Queen with the help of Ruroo's
singing voice. And she listened to the Queen talking to herself entirely. Memie knew that the Queen
felt pity for Ruroo and Memie ------ and that she would return Ruroo to the land. And so, her heart
filled.
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At that time, the Queen stood up and was going to her bed room. Memie unconsciously ran into the
room and got near the hem of the very long dress of the Queen.

The Queen surprisedly looked back. ------ Thinking that ordinary people cannot come here, she said
"Where are you from ------ :
Memie bowed gracefully.
"My name is Memie. | came to see my brother 'Ruroo’. Please let me see him," she asked with tears
in her eyes.

"Oh!You are Ruroo's sister, are you?" said the Queen, who held Memie close.

"You are the sister of Ruroo, are you? ------ are you ------ Dear, what a pretty girl! It is no wonder that
Ruroo longs for you. No wonder he feels sad. | am sure you also feel sad, you miss him, and you
have a grudge against me. Pardon me. Pardon me," she said in a calm voice and hugged Memie.
The Queen dropped crystal beads of tears on Memie's hair tremblingly.

Memie looked up with tears. "Your Majesty! Will you truly ------ return us to the land?" she said to the
Queen.

"What | said to myself just now is wholly true, | tell you, | tell you. If Ruroo did not come here for
repairing the fountain, all of the creatures in this lake would have to die. And so, | called Ruroo. And
so, | made you sad. | do beg your pardon. But, | am glad to see you. | am glad that you came for your
brother. | shall return both of you to the land surely though your father was eaten by evil fishes ------
And then, when you are back, | shall give back the sound to the bell. However, please wait until
Ruroo finishes reparing the fountain! But he will not take long to do it. Memie! Listen to Ruroo
hammering bravely!"

The Queen and Memie looked up with tears and listened to the sound of the hammer which Ruroo
was striking with.
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Ruroo was repairing the fountain of the Palace of the lake eagerly. And he was working for his life
so that it would never break and so that bell founders and blacksmiths on the land would not be
called by the Queen. And, the sound of hammering was so loud that it reached to homes of fishes
and holes of crabs at the water's edge.

"Claaang! Clang!

This is the sound of hammering at the bottom of this lake.



| left Memie behind.

This is the sound of the hammer that I'm striking with.
Claaang! Clang!

This is the sound of hammering with tears.

I'm striking with tears.

This is the sound of the hammer that will make the water clear.
Claaang! Clang!

| want to see my sister 'Memie'.

| want to go to the land 'Home'.

And | hope to hear the sound of the bell."
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At last, Ruroo finished repairing the fountain very well.
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Beady bubbles of the crystal water were shining joyfully and were going up in a whirl toward the
sky.
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The bright moonlight and the clear starlights came in through the place where the newly springing
water removed the muddy water right above the fountain. It was thought that the fountain would
never break even if tens of thousands of years passed.
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The pearly roof of the Palace of the lake began to shine rapidly reflecting the lights of the moon and
the stars.
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The floors of emerald, the walls of sapphire, the windows of jade and all such began to glow with
their respective colors.
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A lot of servants of the Queen of the lake ------ fishes in red, blue, violet and gold came file by file all
together rolling their eyes surprisedly. They gathered around the Palace as if a rainbow came

swiming.
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The Queen of the lake raised her hand and called those fishes. And she ordered them to prepare
the best possible dishes for Ruroo and Memie.
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Ruroo, who excellently repaired the fountain of the Palace of the lake, was so tired that he could
hardly walk.

However, ----- Ruroo supposed that the fountain would never break, ------ that the life of the
countless creatures in this lake was saved, ------ that the water would not turn muddy even if tens of
thousands of years passed, ------ and that bad things would not happen at the village. And so, he
was happy beyond words.



Although he was tired, he came back before the Queen with his heart dancing for happiness. Then,
Ruroo noticed that the Palace was more beautiful than ever. The spacious hall of the Palace was
illuminated by the pale purplish lights of the dreamlike noctilucas. The spacious room was
decorated with a lot of white flowers of water plants, which gave forth their perfume all around.
There were a gathering of hundreds of thousands of fishes, a flight of steps of Amethyst in sight far
away, the figure of the Queen on the top of steps, and another pretty girl ------ Memie ------ .
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Ruroo could not help running up the steps and hugged Memie. She also clung to Ruroo's neck
tightly.
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Before then, the countless fishes kept still in line like a rainbow. But they began to move swingingly.
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The fishes in various colors such as blue, red, violet, green, yellow, silver, copper and gold lined up
accoding to their respective colors. And they made stripes or vortexes.
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Moreover, they made shapes of flowers or birds. Furthermore, all mixed in confusion at the same
time. And each one shone and waved beautifully.



60

ZTOEERCEVAYVENZIBANBRNEBEDNRY . ZTRIEIHFARIAEEICA > TEY ZIHD
EOTULE. WILEEIIEFAEIE>FFE. BOLIICREhTWE L.
T ORICERY BRWEHEhEN L E L .

Rays of the countless noctilucas were passing through them in chaos. It looked as if the world
turned to brocade and started dancing. Hugging each other, Ruroo and Memie were charmed with it
dreamily.

A lot of dishes for entertainment were served to them.
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The moonlight entered the Palace more brightly. And it shone on the smiling face and divine figure
of the Queen. In a while, the moon declined westward gradually.
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The time came when Ruroo and Memie would go back to the land. Ruroo and Memie were going to
ride on a big beautiful jellyfish which was lent by the Queen, and they were going to leave the
backyard of the Palace of the lake for the land. The Queen hugged them again and put her cheek
on their cheeks. And she gave her prayers like this;

"| pray that this pretty brother and this pretty sister will never be apart again whatever may happen.”
Ruroo and Memie had a longing for the Queen. Somehow they wished that they were hugged and



petted by the Queen forever. And tears flowed down their cheeks. However the Queen lifted the two
up to the jellyfish tenderly.

"Jellyfish! You, keep on shining! And, send the brother and the sister to the surface! Get your venom
needles ready to keep off the evil fishes, and go!"

The jellyfish rose silently.
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Water plants in full bloom swayed backward and backward under their feet. Shining in rose color or
pearl color, the roof of the Palace was getting smaller and smaller toward the bottom of water ------
under the legs of the jellyfish as inlaid with jewels.

"Dear, Ruroo!"

"What, ------ Memie?"



"| felt the Queen was Mamma."

"Ah! Me too."

"l didn't know why, but | was sad to say good-by."

"Ah, | felt like staying with you at the bottom of the lake."

They talked like this.

Hugging each other and looking down under the legs of the Jellyfish, they blew good-by kisses
toward the Queen over and again.
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A fine boat was waiting for the two at the surface where they came up. Ruroo and Memie changed
to the boat.

"Thank you, Jellyfish! Please give our best regards to the Queen!"

Waving silently, the Jellyfish began to sink toward the bottom of the water.

Holding a side of the boat, they saw the Jellyfish off until its pale light disappeared into the bottom of
the water.
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Then, the moon was setting in the west. The wind at dawn rose slightly and began to blow their boat

toward the shore. Milky morning haze was about to lie over the surface of the lake. Their dear
village, where nobody likely woke up, came into sight over it. Ruroo gazed at ------ the bell shining
dimly and small at the bell tower of the temple in the village. Somehow, tears dropped from his
eyes.



"Oh, my dear brother! What's the matter? Why are you crying ------
Ruroo calmly looked back.

"Memie, what will you do first when we get to the village ------
"Fist of all ------ I will hear the sound of the bell because the bell is sure to sound this time ------ How
will it sound ----" Memie said with a sigh looking up at Ruroo's face as if she already heard its
sound.

Ruroo sighed too.
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"Memie! If the bell sounds, the people in the village are sure to make much of us . And they will
never allow us to go to the bottom of the lake, | think."

"Oh! So, you think you'll go back to the bottom of the lake, don't you ------
Ruroo nodded and sighed again. And he shed tears again.

"Ah, Memie! I'm afraid to hear the sound of the bell. | suppose the people in the village will make
much of us and | won't be able to go to the bottom of the lake again. And so, I'm sad beyond words. |
want to go back to the Palace of the lake. | want to look after the fountain in my life."

"Then, my dear ------ You won't hear the sound of the bell, right? ------ my dear ------ You don'twant to
hear it, right?"

"Ah! Right, Memie ------ Please go to the village once and alone for me! Won't you ask the people in
the village to toll the bell saying itisn't a failure of Ruroo? And, come to me ------ I'l hear the sound
of the bell at the bottom of the lake ------ Il wait for you ------ " said Ruroo, who stood up and tried to
dive into the lake.

"Oh, dear! Why do you say such a pity thing ------ then, please let me go with you ------ " Memie said
and tried to hold on to himin a hurry.

And then, oddly Ruroo disappeared like smoke. The boat and ------ the moon and ------ the lake and -
----- the morning haze also disappeared. After that, the only unspeakable fragrance remained.
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Memie looked about her with wonder. She found herself holding the flower cord tightly and lying on
the green in the border of the lake in the same state as a while ago.

This was a dream. And the moon, which she waited for, was just about to rise little by little. The lake
was black as it was before.

Memie burst into tears. She cried and cried till she exhausted tears and voice. She cried
remembering the Queen's words, and cried remembering the Ruroo's face, and looked around her
remembering the happiness at the time when she hugged Ruroo pleasantly. However Ruroo was



nowhere to be seen. Only the spring grass whose flowers were plucked by Memie grew thick
endlessly with tears of dew reflecting the moonlight. Memie looked at it and went on crying again.
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Meanwhile, the moon came up to the center of the sky little by little. Memie stopped crying and
looked up to see the moon.
"Ah, Luna! Please tell me if | dreamed until now."

But the moon made no answer.



269

SIRREHVWTUSENY E L. BIOENEERZBA2T T BFOAANKELE.

Memie dried her tears and stood up. Making her way through the wet grass with dew, she went to
the temple.
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And, when she got to the bell tower, she looked up to see the bell glittering with the moonlight in the
sky.

"I shall toll the bell! If the bell sounds, what the Water-lilies told is true, | think. There is the Palace at
bottom of the lake, | think. The words of the Queen are true too, | think. My brother is waiting for me
there truely, | think. ------ I shall toll the bell ------ "

Memie tolled the bell, which sounded so clear that the sound could get to the moon in the sky, ------
to the end of the world beyond the green field, ------ and to the ears of the Queen in the deep bottom
of the lake. It resounded so fine that the monks and the villagers and the children and everyboby

awoke.
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Memie ran down the bell tower in an ecstasy of delight.
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"Ah, that's not a dream ------ not a dream. My brother is surely waiting for me at the bottom of the

lake. He is waiting for me. Ah, I'm happy. Ah, I'm happy! | can see my brother surely and we will
never be apart again. Ah, I'm happy ------ " Memie said and ran back to the flower cord at the place
where she stayed a while ago.
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Holding an end of the flower cord by her hands tightly, she sank into the bottom of the lake ------

looking up to see the moon in the center of the sky ------ :
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All the villagers were surprised at the sound of the bell, and then the old people and the children
and everybody gathered around the temple. They talked about the happening together with the
monks. But nobody knew who tolled the bell and why the bell sounded. Soon, they found Memie's
small footprints wet with dew on the stone steps of the bell tower shining with the moonlight.
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They traced these footprints to the boundary of the green field. And there, the footprints changed to
the marks of stepped grass, which reached to the border of the lake.
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After a while, the villagers found an end of the flower cord on the border of the lake. It appeared that
another end sank in the bottom of the lake deeply.

A few girls said "Oh, these are the flowers that we plucked for Memie! She said she would go and
see her brother hanging on the flower cord. And so, we helped her in great numbers."
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All the villagers cried.

With tears, they began to draw the flower cord. The moon was declining toward the west little by
little. Along with this, it appeared that the lake was getting clear little by little. However the flower
cord was so long that they had to go on drawing it endlessly. The moon sank vastly and the glaring
sun rose in the east brilliantly. At that time, the lake was already clear like crystal as it was.
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Hugging each other tightly and sleeping, Ruroo and Memie came up from the bottom of the crystal
water.

------ What a pity! RUROO and MEMIE ------

(END)
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