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A Japanese folk tale
Title: "A Monkey Bridegroom"

lllustrated and translated by: Akanemachi Haruhiko.
Original author: Yanagida Kunio
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Long long ago, a Man was working in a field of a hill alone.
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The field was very large.

So, he was laboring with difficulties.
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"Ah! | wish that someone helped me! Even if he is a monkey, | will marry off one of my three

daughters," he said.
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Then, a Monkey appeared unexpectedly.
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And, the Monkey helped him with the field work diligently.
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The Man thought, "Oh, dear! I've made a rash promise."
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He came back to home.
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And, he talked with his three daughters.
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Each of the older daughters said, "l can't marry a monkey."

And, they got angry.
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Only the youngest daughter was obedient.

"Because Father made the promise, we can't break it. I will marry him. | want a pot for my trousseau.
And, please put a lot of needles in the pot!" she said.
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The next morning, the Monkey in full dress of bridegroom came to meet the promised bride.
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The bride's things were a pot and needles.
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The Monkey carried them on his back.
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The two were friendly chatting together.

And, they went to the mountain that the Monkey lived in.
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A deep stream ran at the foot of the mountain.
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There was a narrow log bridge over the stream.
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When they started to walk across the bridge, the Monkey talked to her.

If we have a baby boy, what will we call him?
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She answered to him.

Because of a son of my dear Monkey, we will call him Stream-Monkey.
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If we have a baby girl, what will we call her?
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Because the wisteria is flowering beautifully in this ravine, we will call her Wisteria.
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Saying so, they were crossing the bridge over the stream.
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Her hand touched him slightly on the narrow log bridge.
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Then, the Monkey fell into the stream.
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The Monkey was still putting the pot with the needles on his back.

And, the waters carried him away.
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At that time, the Monkey cried and sang a song.

The words still remain as follows:

® Stream-Monkey! Stream-Monkey!
® The mother of Wisteria shall cry. A dear!

(Bicchu Province)
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