


BE

REREFE
ErYabr-Rab; l

& - R HETEE

B{E : MIHES

BE: BEAGAICLELE. BREFEHADOESE FEBXE) OFODIFETY. REBICHRL TS
YET.

A Japanese folk tale
Title: "A Badger, a Monkey and an Otter"

lllustrated and translated by: Akanemachi Haruhiko.
Original author: Yanagida Kunio
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Long long ago a Badger, a Monkey and an Otter went together to the Yahiko shrine.
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On the way, the three found things on the road.

The things were a mat of rush, a bag of salt and a pound of beans.

How should they divide the things? Their talk didn't reach a conclusion easily.

After a while, the Badger shrewdly said like this:

Mr. Monkey! | recommend that you take this mat and spread it at the top of a tree in a hill. You will be

able to view in all directions.

Mr. Otter! | recommend that you take this salt and scatter it in a pond where fish live. You will be
able to float the fish on the water surface and catch them.

And then, I'll take these beans and eat them.



The remaining two agreed thoughtlessly.
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The Monkey joyfully climbed a tree and tried to view on the mat.

But soon, he slipped and fell down from the tree. And, he twisted his ankle.

The Otter went to a pond and threw the salt into the pond. And, he dived into it.

But, the salt water stung his eyes. And the eyes became sore and red.
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They had terrible experiences. Entirely, the Badger was dishonest. So, the two went to the Badger's
house to complain.
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Meanwhile, the Badger and his wife finished eating all the beans.
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The Badger and his wife put shells of the beans among their fur.
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They were pretending to groan.

The Badger said, "We ate the beans and have got a lot of boils. Ow! Ow!"
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The Monkey and the Otter were cheated again.

They said, "It's a mutual misfortune for all of us. So, we have no choice but to give up."

And they went back.
(Echigo Province)
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