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A Picture Book
"Horseflies of Takojima Village"

lllustrated and translated by : Akanemachi Haruhiko
Original author : Yanagida Kunio
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This is also an old story.

A Mr. Yanagi lived in the port area of Takojima village of Noto province.

One day, he went to the open sea in his rowboat with a young man for fishing mackerel.

He got amazingly many mackerel.

And so, he couldn't return and he kept fishing.
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Meanwhile the young man, whoes job was rowing the boat, was bored.

And the young man fell asleep.

After a while, Mr. Yanagi unexpectedly noticed that three horseflies appeared from nowhere and
were flying around.

They were getting in or out from the nose holes of the sleeping young man repeatedly.

He didn't think that horseflies were able to come to the open sea.

And he shook the sleeping young man awake.

The young man woke up and said "Just now, | dreamed a quite odd dream. Three Buddhas
changed into three horseflies in the Marudo temple of our village. And they flew out. | was watching

where they were going. Then you awoke me."

Mr. Yanagi said "Indeed, your dream is strange. Well, I'll give you all today's mackerel. And so,
please sell the dream to me."

The young man answered "If you buy my dream, | will sell itin any amount."

So, the young man got a large number of mackerel.

The two people joyfully returned back.
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Immeadiately, Mr. Yanagi went to the place the Marudo temple of the village stood.

As the dream told, three horseflies were going in and out from a gap in a wall of the temple.

He waited with a reedy hat in his hand, caught the horseflies tenderly, and went back to home in
haste.
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He removed the hatin a room.

Instead of the horseflies, three beautiful Buddhist images of about 2 inches appeared.

He thought that it was too greedy to keep all the three images at home.

So, the Amida Buddhist image was dedicated to the Shoanji temple of the village.

The Benten Buddhist image was taken to a tiny island out of the port. Still now, the island is called
Bentenjima island.

And, the remaining Bishamon Buddhist image has been worshiped at this home carefully.
(Noto province Suzugun county)
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