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A Picture Book : "Mr. Mitsuya, the millionaire who purchased a dream."
lllustrated and translated by : Akanemachi Haruhiko
Original author : Yanagida Kunio
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Once upon a time in Hyuga province, there lived a millionaire. His name was Mitsuya.
When Mr. Mitsuya was only a poor peddler yet, he went to a deserted village of Takachiho area
through a mountain road in a day of Summer. He was with a companion.
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His companion said, "Let's take a rest. It's scorchingly hot!"

And the companion laid in the shadow of a tree by the road and got slept soon.
Mr. Mitsuya stayed awake and was watching him.

A bee got out from a nose hole of the sleeping companion.

And it flew toward a far mountain.

He thought that the happening was strange.

After a while, the bee returned back and was flying around the companion's face.
And it went away somewhere.

Then, the companion woke up and said:

Just now, | dreamed a strange dream;

| was walking in a mountain;

It is perhaps near here;

| found a valley filled with gold.

Mr. Mitsuya said, "It's a good dream. Please sell it to me!"

The companion said, "Such a dream is worthless. No kidding!"

But Mr. Mitsuya gave liquor or something which the companion preferred.

And Mr. Mitsuya bought the dream.
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After several days, Mr. Mitsuya came back to this place alone.
And he eagerly searched mountains every day.
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He finally found a gold mine called as Gairoku.
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In Mr. Mitsuya's lifetime, it yielded a large amount of gold as dreamed.
In an instant, he became the top millionaire of Kyushu region.
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Strangely, soon after his death, an earthquake occurred.

And the mine collapsed.

People say that there is a pond now where the mine once was.
(Hyuga province Nishiusukigun county)
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