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A Picture Book : "The Take-Care pond"
lllustrated and translated by : Akanemachi Haruhiko
Original author : Yanagida Kunio
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Long long ago, people of Yawata village of Higo province tried to catch the fish of the old pond near
the village shrine.
So, they were drawing the water out of the pond.
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This was on 1st day of August.

All the village people came together in the morning.
And they earnestly drew water from the pond.

A long time passed but they couldn't drain water off.
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And then, the evening came.
The people thought that the water surface was near the bottom.

Suddenly, a strange person appeared from the water.
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Then, he bowed and said "All of you! Take care!"

And he suddenly disappeared somewhere.
Immediately, the pond filled with water as it was before.
After that, this pond was called the Take-Care pond.
And nobody tried to catch fish in the pond.

(Higo province Tamana county)
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® | am soundly preparing and waiting for my death from the early time.
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® There are solt, water chestnuts, red pepper and pine seeds.
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