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Once upon a time, there was a poor Old Man at a place.

He worked everday and scraped a living.
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Today is 8 April of the Buddha's birthday;

So, I'm going to take a rest all day at home.

The Old Man thoght so.

But he had to go out on an errand.

He had bought a bottle of wine especially.

He left home alone. And he was carrying the bottle in order to drink on the way.






ENENRE LEARVWKRS T, BICHWICEBADIED., KIEFZI>TWBDTHY L.

LEWEHRICILIN 2T, RJIUIRFLENELAEDT, COBRT—HRPEIEBoT. LW KH
WORICEZEITETE. BHEIC—DDOEEN G >TVWELE.

hE I, EDIWVNDADBENMISEWD, B&DELWVWFRE, BIEF—ATERODITES
W2, BEISAL—DORAT., COEBERANSLS—HICELAZFLLDOEE LT, BICHLAR
HE—MDWEBE, TOEBISEENFIZEITY.

Z5 LTHBLSKREZTK>T, PRPLIELCBEATHL, EZZIL>THMNFFLE.

It was very nice weather. And flowers were in full bloom at hills and fields.
The Old Man came to a field.

Then, he decided to drink because of the fine weather and tiredness.
And he sat on a stone of good size.

There was a skelton near his feet.

He said:

| don't know whose skelton you are;

Butit's a good timing;

| dislike drinking alone;

You drink too!

Let's enjoy this landscape.

And he poured a full cup of wine over the skelton.

Singing songs joyfully, he took a rest for a while.

After that, he left.
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The Old Man finished the errand.

He came back to the same field in the twilight of the day.

"Mr. Old Man, please wait for a moment!" someone said behind him.

He turned back and saw a pretty girl of 17 or 18 years old.

She said:

Thanks to you, | could have a truly good time today;

To express my thanks, | was waiting for you to come back;

Three years ago, a girl was passing through this field on the 28th day of this month;
And she died by a sudden illness;

| am the Girl;

My parents have still searched me;

But they cannnot find out me due to our thin fate;

Till yesterday, | stayed here lonesomely;

My memorial Buddhist service will be performed on the 28th day of this month;
Would you please come here again and go to my parents' house together!
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The 28th day came.

The Old Man came to the field in the morning because of a promise.

The pretty Girl was waiting for him.

And then, they went into a village adjacent to the field.

The Girl's house was a luxurious mansion. And many village people gathered for the memorial
service.

"l can't go into this huge house," the Old Man said.

"Well, no problem. You can go into this house if you cling to my clothes," the Girl said.

The both entered the house stealthily and secretly.
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And they sat on the floor in the Buddhist altar room.

The main dishes had already been served with soup and wine.

The Old Man was a drinker by nature. And the Girl offered him drinks. So, he drank wine and ate
side dishes.

There were a Buddhist priest and her relatives in the room.

And their dishes and wine disappeared without being noticed.

Then, they told with themselves about that.

"That's mysterious."
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After a while, a young maid came for removing the empty dishes.

She dropped a dish and it broke.
The head of the family scolded the maid for breaking the important dish.
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The ghost Girl saw the scene and whispered to the Old Man.
"l don't like seeing this scene. So, I'll go back."

"Me too!" the Old Man said.

But she said, "No. No. Please stay here!"

And she left alone somewhere.
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After she went out, imeadately the Old Man appeared to the people.

They asked questions to him.

"Who are you?"

"Where are you from?"

"How did you enter this room?"

The Old Man couldn't hid the fact anymore. So, he told all to them.

The relatives were amazed at his talk. And the head of the family and his wife wept.
They said, "Please take us to the field where our daughter stays! Right away!"
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And then, the Old Man led her parents, her relatives and the Buddhist priest.
They went for the skelton and performed her funeral service again.
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People say that the Old Man stopped the poor piecework and he could lead a pleasant life on the
mercy of this family.
(Rikuchu province Kamiheigun county)
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