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Once upon a time, there was an Old Woodman in Motoya village of Okinoshima island.
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One day, the Old Woodman went to the upper stream of Yasunaga river.
And he was hewing down a tree at a hill behind a waterfall.
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The Old Woodman mistakenly dropped his ax.
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The ax sank into the small round basin of the waterfall.
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Then, the basin suddenly swelled with a surge

A cloud of spray came up from the waterfall.

And the darkness covered all around.

Something black like a spiny stick came up to the surface of water.
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The Old Woodman was surprised at this situation with fright.
And he ran down at full speed to the bottom of the hill.
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Someone spoke to the Old Woodman with a tender voice behind him.
"Please wait a minuet, Mr. Old Woodman!"
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The Old Woodman looked back.

And he found a picturesque pretty young Goddess standing by the waterfall.
She said:

| am Yasunaga Goddess;

And I have lived in this water since old times;

A big crab came here and settled down before | noticed it;

And it has harassed me nights and days;

Today, you dropped the ax;

So, its arm was cut off and the evil crab has got weak;

You just now saw its big spiny arm float and carried down;

| really must express to you my gratitude;

But | cannot feel safe because another arm still remains;

The crab now groans with pain in a cave at the bottom of the basin;
Would you please drop this ax again from above the waterfall.

And she handed him the ax which sank in the water a while ago.
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The Old Woodman felt a fear, but he wanted to save the Goddess of water.
So, he went back to the hilltop.
He threw the ax into the basin from a high place as she said.
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The Goddess was delighted at that.
"Your hopes for wealth, health and everything will come true from now on," she said.

And she returned back into the woods.
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Several days later, a dead crab of a six-foot-shell without both claws was carried to the mouth of the
river.

Village people found it and thought the Old Woodman's tale right.

So, the river has been called as Yasunaga River and the basin has been called as Crab Depth.
And this river never stop its water flow even if there is a long spell of dry weather in a year.

People say that the rain will surely fall if they pray for rain to the Goddess of water.

(Oki province Sukigun County)
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