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A Picture Book : "A Sparrow and a Woodpecker"
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Long long ago, a Sparrow and a Woodpecker were sisters.

One day, they were told that their parent was in a critical condition.

Then, the Sparrow was making up her face.

But the Sparrow immediately flew to the parent for nursing.

So, her cheek is still dirty and the upper half of her bill is still white.

The Woodpecker was putting rouge and powder on her face at a slow pace.
After she finished the makeup, she went out.

So, the Woodpecker couldn't be there when her parent died.
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And so, the Sparrow can live in the place where people live though she isn't good-looking.
And she can eat grain for humans as much as she likes.

Though the Woodpecker is beautiful, she must run around woods from early morning.

And she pecks bark and can eat only three worms a day.

When night comes, the Woodpecker enters a hole of a tree.

And she cries "Oh! Something is wrong with my bill."

(Tsugaru Province)
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