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A Picture Book : "No bone in jellyfish"
lllustrated and translated by : Akanemachi Haruhiko
Original author : Yanagida Kunio
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Long long ago, the queen for the king of Dragon Palace was pregnant and her baby was nearly
ready to be born.

The queen showed a strange preference for food. She desired to eat a monkey's liver.

King Dragon wanted to make her desire come true somehow.

So, King Dragon called a Turtle of his vassals.

And he said to the Turtle.

"Do you have a good idea?"
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The Turtle was wise.

Immediately, he swam to an island of Japan.

And the Turtle found a Monkey playing at a hill near a beach.
The Turtle said to the Monkey:

Hey, Mr. Monkey!

Would you like to visit to Dragon Palace?

There is a big mountain;

And any treat will be given;

If you go, | will carry you on my back.

And the Turtle showed his big hard shell to the Monkey.
The Monkey carelessly believed this sweet talk.

And he joyfully visited Dragon Palace.

Really, it was more beautiful palace than that ever heard.
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The Monkey was standing at an entrance of the inner gate. He was waiting for the Turtle, who
would guide the Monkey around Dragon Palace.

A Jellyfish of the gatekeeper laughingly looked at the Monkey's face.

And the Jellyfish said, "Hey, Monkey! You know nothing. The queen of King Dragon hopes to eat
monkey's liver before childbirth. So, you have come here for her guest.”

"I'min trouble," the Monkey thought.

But the Monkey was wise. And he pretended not to hear.

Soon, the Turtle came out and said "Please come in!"

The Monkey said:

Mr. Turtle! | made a big mistake.

If  had known this weather condition, | would have come here with my liver;
But | hang out my liver on a branch of a tree in my hill;

And | forgot it;

If the rain begins to fall, my liver will be wet;

| am worrying about that.

The Turtle said:



Oh!

You forgot your liver, don't you?

OK;

We have no choice other than to go back for it.

And the Turtle took the Monkey on the back again and returned to the beach where the Monkey had
been.

Then, the Monkey landed hastily and climbed the tallest tree.

The Monkey looked around in all directions and ignored the Turtle.

The Turtle surprisedly said "Hey, Mr. Monkey! What are you doing?"

The Monkey laughingly replied "There is no mountain in the sea and there is no liver off the body."
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The Turtle returned back to Dragon Palace.

And the Turtle spoke to King Dragon.

"l think that the talkative Jellyfish must have talked about our plan to the Monkey standing at the
entrance."

"The Jellyfish is too bad to forgive!"

So, the Jellyfish was skinned and boned.

People say that the present shape of jellyfish was caused by the panishment for this talk.
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