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Full fathom five thy father lies;
Of his bones are coral made ;
Those are pearls that were his eyes:

Nothing of him that doth fade,
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But doth suffer a sea -change
Into something rich and strange ,
Sea-nymphs hourly ring his knell:
Ding -dong
Hark! now I hear them,-Ding-dong ,bell.
(The Cambridge Edition Text, as edited by WILLIAM ALDIS Wright)
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In the answer to that question lie both the future of science and the future of humanity. If the new powers permit
the development of the sort of liberal, intellectual environment, so hard -won in the west, that allows science to
flourish, then they will flourish themselves- and not only scientifically but socially and politically too. If they do
not, or cannot, they will have the same fate as Japan, drifting along with a comfortable standard of living, but
unable to do much that is truly new. If it is reality that makes the long-term prospects of democratic, disorderly
India (another country with a strong mathematical tradition) more promising than those of its perennial rival,
authoritarian China.
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