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“Has anything in Japan surprised you?"

“Well. . ... The first surprise | got was when | went to a supermarket. Everything was noisy.
They were playing CDs and shouting something.”
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“The number of candles represents the new age of the child. When the cake is placed
before the child, the child makes a wish, and without telling anyone what it is, blows out
the candles. If all the candles are blown out with one breath, it is believed that the wish
will come true.”
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“My mom told me | should get married by the time | am thirty.”
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“Why? Why does your mother put pressure on you to marry? Why does your mother think
you have to marry by the time you are thirty? | don't see why thirty is important. Surely,
any age is OK. Yeah, the proper age to get married is when you want to.”
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“Well. . . ..l think the main reason is health for having a baby. It's risky for women to have
a baby when they are older.”
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"I went to a park to see plum blossoms because somebody recommended. Actually | was
disappointed because they were very sparse. | saw pictures of cherry blossoms in Japan and



it was just pink everywhere. |I'd expected that plum blossoms were kind of the same.
I've never seen cherry blossoms in person. |'ve only seen pictures. So, this spring will be
my first time to see cherry blossoms in person.”
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“It's very similar to Canada. People used to marry very early but now many people marry
later. Some people don't marry and just have kids. Half of people who married get
divorced.”
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“Do you want to have children?”
“Yes, | do eventually. Maybe in my thirties. No more than two. | like to work. So, if | have
a child, my husband will have to stay home and take care of the child. My boyfriend says
‘That's fine." He will do it. He doesn't like to work. He says that his work’s too hard and
he wants to be a musician now. Yes, he's going to be a rock star. Ha,ha.ha."
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“How is your boyfriend doing?”
“Rock bands usually don't make very much money but they love their jobs. He loves his
new job. | know how he feels. You only live once.”
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“When was the last time | saw you.”
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“l can't remember. It was a long time ago.”
“Now | have news. Listen to this. We broke up in early April or late March. | can't remever
but it was around that time. And then, a couple of weeks later, | met someone else.”
“Wow! Is he Japanese? Tell me who it is,if you don’t mind.”
[RBICE2T-DOWDE 21?7
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“Last night we went drinking. Nick was drunk but he still always said Please or Tank
you. ‘I'd like another beer, please.” Ha,Ha,Ha, so funny. ‘Who wants another beer?’ ‘Yes,
please.” He was drunk but he still remember some manners.”
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“I had tried for North lreland national team but didn't make it. | was a little too small.
Other players were very tall and very physical.”

“When did you start playing soccer?”

“Maybe when | was five years old. My father bought me a soccer ball. | love soccer. Three
things are important in my life. Family, friends, and succer. Before | came to Japan | played
for local teams. Since | came to Japan, I've been eating too much and starting a little fat.”
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BRICKREIEDNY DI A —FICAWEZ EDH B,
“Are you having a good time here? What do you usually do in your spare time?"
" Not very much. Usually | spend my days off cleaning, sending E-mails home and being
just relax. I'm always very tired on weekends.”
ZZIRELW?HVWTHEEREF, WOERICLTED? ]
[(RAAHEDBEWVNST) HEY., WARLWBLARVWDE, KAHE, WTW £5L0%LE
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“I'like cooking but hate cleaning up. | tell my boyfriend ‘Oh, | cooked. You have to clean
up.

[FAEHEIRE T 2 DIEFELIFE. DDIFIEREV, BRICED D TRIRIERANLEAL
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“The retirement age for women in some companies is a little lower, right? It doesn't make
sense because women have longer life expectancy than men.”
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“Did you spend New Year's Eve at your home? With anyone? Just with your family? Did
you count down? No? ....... What time did you go to bed?”

“The same as usual, just before twelve.”
“That's terrible!”
[KIEHEZRTBILIE>T?2ENDE—HRII?Z—2, RELIFTT?2AV VNI OV
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" Are you happy to live at home? Or, do you like living by yourself?
[H7afid FAFHD) RIECDHPVWLWD?Zhed, VEYESLOADEFIRD? )
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ATERICE > TW e,

“Most people leave home at the age of eighteen, nineteen and twenty. It's very unusual in
UK for children to live at home with their parents. Such people are seen negative because
they are unable to look after themselves. It's not cool.”
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" Do Japanese people like having their children with them at home? My parents are
looking forward to us moving out, because they want to do their own things. People sell
their houses, get a big camping car and travel around Australia when they retire. It's very
common.”
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" Hi, Cala. You look a little different today.”

“Really? Oh. my hair? It's only tied. That's all. | was riding on a bicycle to here. It's
windy. My hair is tangled.”

[CAICED, I—F, T£OIE BRANRELHED 1Al
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“Anyway, better?”
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fco LYRAYVOT—XIRREZFBERL S,
“What would you do if you saw someone shoplifting?”
[HE L. ENDDABIZZLTWBDEZENTI L, HAKLIFEDI LEFTHN?]
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“I would tell a clerk that.”
EEICHSEFT
E. VEYDERNEAT, m™Y Mhadh, EVEHITE -7,
“l would do nothing. It's none of my business.”
722 LABWERD, RAIKIEDDDY HULDBWT ERENE ]
E. BEo2HDD, It's none of my business XRDPLE>LhBHEDLRICAER ST,
Ly AV TESRREIICA—Z R TFAMZR LK,
“Next week, we're quitting and going back to Canada. Living in Japan is nice and an
instructor here is a nice job but it's not a career. | can't stay here very long,”



“Oh, we'll miss you........ You'll go back with Nick?"

“Yes, we have to find an apartment. He has to apply for a working visa. He won't be able
to work legally for a couple of months. We'll have a hard time finding a job. That's my
news."
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“I'll miss you, Cala. | have really enjoyed our talks in lessons. Thank you, Cala....And
Good luck in Canada.”

“I'll miss you too, Yuki. Thank you very much. | hope to see you again.”
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“Nick speaks French so maybe he'll be able to get a job quite easily.”
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“Yuki! You only live once.”
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