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Claim In ABC Interview | (Updated: 1/20/12)

Editorial
IMr. Gingrich’s Deceptions | (January 22, 2012)
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David Ploutfe, one of Mr. Obama's senior political advisers, has argued in
meetings at the White House that Republicans will overreach in their efforts to
oppose the president's initiatives. And administration officials believe that is what
House conservatives did in the case of the payroll tax cut, with the Tea Party
wing of House Republicans initially balking at a compromise deal that Senate
Republicans had signed on to and sparking a backlash in the public. The refusal
of Senate Republicans to allow many of Mr. Obama's nominees to be confirmed,
White House officials believe, could also end up hurting the Republicans,
feeds the notion that they are standing in the way of the business of government.

“Itis a matter of fact that the contenders for the Republican nomination have all

endorsed and adopted the position espoused by the House Republicans” in the

recess appointment battle, a senior administration official said on Thursday. And

that, administration officials have concluded, puts Mr. Obama at an advantage

as he seeks to establish a narrative this year of him as the defender of

middle-class Americans and the Republicans in Congress of the rich.

So in the next few weeks, there will be more executive initiatives that will portray

the president as refusing to wait on a hostile Congress to take action to help

Americans, offiials say.
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Asked about his cool, aloof style and his unproductive relationship with John
Boehner, Obama replied: “You know, the truth is, actually, when it comes to
Congress, the issue is not personal relationships. My suspicion is that this whole
critique has to do with the fact that | don't go to a lot of Washington parties. And
as a consequence, the Washington press corps maybe just doesn't feel like 'm
in the mix enough with them, and they figure, well, if I'm not spending time with
them, | must be cold and aloof. The fact s, I've got a 13-year-old and 10-year-old
daughter.”
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At this time, Romney ties Obama among registered voters nationally, but the
unsetliedness of the GOP race makes head-to-head ballot tests with the
incumbent president far from predictive.

Various structural measures continue to point to a tough environment for Obama
this year.
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Satisfaction with the way things are going in the U.S. is low, Americans’
economic confidence is significantly more negative than positive, and Americans
are much less likely to identify as Democrats than they were in 2008.
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Obama's job approval rating appears to be improving at this point, and history
suggests that his approval ratings in March will likely portend whether he is
re-elected. The direction of change in Americans' views of the economy in the
next several months will also be critically important
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IWhere the U.S. Election Stands Now | (February 6, 2012)
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When things don't go well, I've never seen him lose his temper or blame
someone other than himself for circumstances. He's very focused on: "OK, that
didn' go well. Let's figure out why and move forward."
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I think his instincts, both on politics and even on issues, have been the strongest
of anybody in the operation - not always right, not always 100 percent on target,
but consistently his instincts have been very good, and | think that bodes well for
how he'll be as president.
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And the third things, .. some of us wondered at the beginning, how hard was he
going to work at this? ... But he has worked his tailoff. He's been very disciplined
and very focused. So | think it's really his instincts, his competence under
pressure and his work ethic that have impressed me in this
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THope, but Not Much Change | (By DAVID BROOKS January 26, 2012)
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Members of the science committee said that despite its shortcomings, the safety
agency had done all that it was capable of doing to determine why Toyotas were
suddenly accelerating out of control and causing serious accidents. They
concluded that the agency had correctly closed its investigation after failing to
find evidence of defects in Toyota's electronic throttle systems.

TRoad Safety Agency Is Urged to Add Expertise in Electronics Systems)
(January 18, 2012)

The National Academy of Sciences was asked to review procedures at
N.HT.S.A. after the agency's investigation of unintended acceleration of Toyota
vehicles and a possible link o electronic-control systems. The Japanese
automaker recalled more than eight million vehicles worldwide in 2009 and 2010
to fix sticky accelerator pedals or replace faulty floor mats that Toyota had
claimed could cause unintended acceleration.
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Obama Takes Aim at Congress to Hurt His G.O.P. Rivals|(January 5,
2012)

Upon the president’s retur from Hawaii, the Obama campaign this week
unleashed a carefully scripted and deliberately aggressive strategy that showed
a White House in combative re-election mode as the president and his advisers
sought to ensure that the Republicans did not get all the political limelight. Mr.
Obama inserted himself into the media biitz of what was supposed to be an
all-Republican show, the lowa caucuses, when his campaign took out a huge
advertisement on the home page of The Des Moines Register on caucus day
and he spoke by video conference to Democrats gathered in the state.

“The Republican candidates are leaving lowa. But their terrible plans are here to
stay,” was the declaration that greeted readers who went to the newspaper’s
Web site to get caucus updates.
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On Wednesday, after waiting until the dust in lowa had settled, clearing out
space in newspapers and on television, Mr. Obama delivered another jab,
announcing four recess appointments, including that of Richard Cordray as head
of a new consumer protection agency, despite Republican opposition. On
Thursday, the president went to the Pentagon and outined a new miltary
strategy that embraces hundreds of billions of dollars in cuts to what is a
Republican sacred cow, and made it clear that American ground forces would no
longer be large enough to conduct prolonged, large-scale counterinsurgency
campaigns ke those in Iraq and Afghanistan. On Friday, he will take a victory
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get better? | think it'l get better,” he added. “But this president has not helped
the process. He's hurtit.”
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[Things Are Not O.K.J(By PAUL KRUGMAN February 5, 2012)
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Mr. Eastwood, who narrates the new ad and appears among images of moften
steel and city streets, says: “How do we come from behind? How do we come
together? And how do we win?" He concludes, looking straight into the camera:
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Just three hours after President Obama announced that he was defying
Congressional Republicans to fill a high-level regulatory position while
lawmakers were out of town, Mitt Romney sent out the obligatory news release
fipping the president. “Chicago-style politics at its worst,” Mr. Romney fumed,
accusing the president of “circumventing Congress.” The statement was just
what the White House wanted. It put the Republican presidential front-runner
squarely on the side of the Republicans in Congress, a group with toxic poll
numbers that the president's campaign hopes will hurt his rivals for the White
House.
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But the administration argues that big trends — like rising wages in developing
countries, falling wages in America and a weaker dollar — have made moving
work to or keeping work in the United States a much more viable option. And
they say that manufacturers will continue to add jobs domestically, especially
with a litle help from Washington.
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We have a huge opportunity, at this moment, to bring manufacturing back,” Mr
Obama said in his address to Congress. “But we have to seize it. Tonight, my
message to business leaders is simple: Ask yourselves what you can do to bring
jobs back to your country, and your country will do everything we can to help you
succeed.”
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IWhite House Offers Plan to Lure Jobs to America | (February 2, 2012)
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A branch of the National Academy of Sciences reported Wednesday that federal
safety regulators lack the expertise to monitor vehicles with increasingly
sophisticated electronics.
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[Tension on the Tarmac) (By MAUREEN DOWD January 28, 2012)
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After his encounter with Hillary, he told advisers that it was the first time he knew
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I'Showtime at the Apollo |(By MAUREEN DOWD January 21, 2012)
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You're the ones struggling with ising costs and stagnant wages. You're the ones
who need relief. Now, you can call this class warfare all you want. But asking a
billonaire to pay at least as much as his secretary in taxes? Most Americans
would call that common sense.

(BHBOBET YT O Buffet rule DBAIZBILT) £FRAELD—F. H#T
BREICEHLTLOBERL. MHALORERY, ChERRIS LT 5
BOFATHDE L. LAL, EFREICLHTESORBLHDBRE (R)EIA
EVSDIRBBBP D50 ? TABILRXBBMEBSTAVDANKERTIIGL
o,

AAIKFHIE TCRBTHROBUVRTELL, P21EY I+ — LA —F
DFETFED, EVSERBOB) HEHITRENTELOLRELR 3 FMD
BETHD.

CO—RBBTOWSEREERICOA>THES. A TUABALITEY—F
FERANBNTT EOLFTIFERDET I LLAIYFETFVTT

Ms. Dowd A¥ v R—2 OEEHEBNTN T,

ThTT& The

24





OEBPS/image/3EE91B76-5D51-11E1-9290-FDDDFEDA975F_l.jpg
“This country can't be knocked out with one punch. We get right back up again,
and when we do, the world's going to hear the roar of our engines.”

In an e-mail, Mr. Eastwood said politics were not in the equation. “The ad doesn't
have a political message,” he said. “It is about American spirit, pride and job
growth.” Mr. Eastwood, a former mayor of Carmel-by-the-Sea, Calif, who
usually voted Republican, has acknowledged recently having a political change
of heart.
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David Axelrod, President Obama's chief political strategist, seized on the
commercial almost immediately. He sent out a Twitter message shortly after it
ran, declaring, “Powerful spot.”

[Republicans See Politics in Chrysler Super Bow! Ad | (February 6, 2012)
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Romney is the front-runner for the GOP nomination at this point, but his
opponents vow to continue to campaign vigorously against him in the primaries
and caucuses to come. With the vast majority of GOP delegates still to be voted
on, and with a history so far this year of rapid changes in Republicans'
preferences for their party's presidential nominee, his nomination is far from a
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I Jobless Rate Falls to 8.3%. Altering Face of Campaign | (February 3, 2012)

Obama:

“The economy is growing strongly. The recovery is speeding up," Mr. Obama
said. But he conceded: “These numbers will go up and down in the coming
months.”
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Romney:
“This recovery has been slower than it should have been. People have been
suffering for longer than they should have had to suffer,” Mr. Romney said, at a
supply company in Sparks, Nev., before Saturday’s caucus in that state. “Will it
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I Jobs, Jobs and Cars ] (By PAUL KRUGMAN January 26, 2012)
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IMade in the World | (By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN January 28, 2012)
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The state of our Union is getting stronger. And we've come too far to tum back
now.

As long as I'm President, | will work with anyone in this chamber to build on this
momentum. But | intend to fight obstruction with action, and | will oppose any
effort to retumn to the very same policies that brought on this economic crisis in
the frst place.
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I'Showtime at the Apollo | (By MAUREEN DOWD: January 21, 2012)
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“FOR eight seconds, we saw the president we had craved for three years: cool,
joyous, funny, connected.

*I, I'm 50 in love with you,” Barack Obama crooned to a thrilled crowd at a
fund-raiser at the Apollo in Harlem on Thursday night, doing a seductive
imitation as Al Green himself looked on.
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Toyota says it will expand its factory in Princeton, Ind., and add 400 jobs so it
can build more Highlander SUVs.

The hiring and expansion will come next year.

Toyota says it will invest $400 million in the factory to build 50,000 more
Highlanders per year. The plant built more than 101,000 Highlanders last year.
The company says it plans to stop making Highlanders in Japan and move that
production to Indiana

Atter the changes, Toyota will be able to build about 255,000 Highlanders a year
in Princeton and in China.

The Princeton plant in souther Indiana now employs nearly 4,000 people who
make Sienna minivans and the Highlander and Sequoia SUVs.

Toyota sold more than 101,000 Highlanders in the U.S. last year, up nearly 10
percent from 2010.

IToyota to expand Indiana plant, add 400 jobs.
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Toyota isn't alone either, with other Japanese automakers switching production
of green cars from Japan to the US. For example, Nissan will begin
manufacturing its all-electric Leaf in the U.S. within the year, and Acura has
already moved production of its 2012 ILX Hybrid to the U.S.
FRSEF Lo, BRA—D—(ETIN—EEEBRNST AHIS
Y=, SEDI, Acura (FBEIST AUDIHBLE.

Finally, there’s an element of national pride to take into account. With more
Americans than ever conscious of where their next car was built, Toyota stands
to gain the custom of U.S. citizens who will only buy U.S.-made cars.

Al told, the movement of Highlander Hybrid production to the U.S. starting with
the 2014 model year should be good for everyone, including Toyota and the U.S.
economy. And that is a good thing.
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“the president could get 70 or 80 percent of the vote anywhere but the U.S."
Ms. Dowd, do you know why?

The world knows that Mr. Obama is a sensible person as president of the U.S.
and any Republican substitute would cause more disaster to the world.

Thanks to that American-made “trickle down globalization, our society got
messed up, much larger social divide, only during six years after 1998. | don't
blame you for this because it was our fault anyway. However, you are
responsible for the Mid-term election because it became the major cause having
delayed Mr. Obama's economic recovery plan, which has obviously affected the
stagnation of world economy.

Ms. Dowd, the third round is going to be more important. If you help go back to
the party of “trickle down”, you will lose all of your friends. | don't care whether
you like or disiike Obamas but beg you to listen to the voice of the world. The
U.S. is not standalone.
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Drawing on a string of improved economic data, advisers to President Obama
have updated their forecasts in recent days and now project that the economy
will create two million jobs this year if stimulus measures are extended, which
could reduce the unemployment rate to about 8 percent by year's end.

Mr. Krueger said the administration's new outlook depended on the passage of
Mr. Obama's economic stimulus proposals, chiefly an extension through the
year of a temporary payroll-tax cut and assistance for the long-term unemployed.
TObama Advisers Offer Rosier Jobs Outlook | (February 8, 2012)
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