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The long-awaited New Year’s Eve came.

I finally finished my duties. It was past midnight.
So I packed my belongings and I tidied myself.

And then I said goodbye to them all.
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“You've been of great assistance to us.”

The old mistress thanked me.

“This is your reward from my husband. We want to give you more money, but Miss Kiyo

is elder than you, and she has a long period of work. I hope you’ll accept the balance.”



She said and gave me an envelope on a tray.
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In my free mind, I went out through the back door with my baggage.

I got to the train stop. Just at the moment, a red train came.

I took it toward Miss Kawada’s house in Koishikawa town.
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Only 13 or 14 passengers were on the train.

I took one of empty seats by a door.

I took out the envelope given by the family and peeped its inside.

There were only three 5-yen bills in the envelope. The money was for my work without

sleep or rest in three months and a week.

It was disappointing. I had an urge to swear at myself.

I didn’t make agreement on my wages. That was my fault.

But, in a word, I only followed Mrs. Akiyama’s advice.

Mrs. Akiyama said, “You shouldn’t talk about wages. That’s vulgar behavior. You

don’t need to talk about them. Mr. Nakagi is a respectable merchant. He never makes

an unreasonable treatment. Only you leave them to him.”

I followed her advice and I only leave them to him.



But he didn’t make an unreasonable treatment, did he?

I was eager to go to school. Besides, I gave up hope and worked for Nakagi family, though
Miss Kawada gave me such a good chance.

But Nakagi family only gave me wages less than five yen a month.

The old master who gave me the wages kept a woman outside. He spent every day in
night club. And he was a lover of gamble.

The old mistress spent two hours in getting dressed up.

They slept in and stayed up late. They indulged in luxury. They gave us no break but

sleep of 4 or 5 hours.
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Oh, how ridiculous!
How selfish and haughty!

I had an urge to sneer at myself rather than condemn them.

I grasped the bills and envelope.
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And then, I thrust them into my pocket.
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