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We started to walk again. Keeping silent, we each thought about our own thing.

We came to the vicinity of Shinobazunoike Pond and we stopped naturally.
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The evening was quiet. There was no people around the place.
Mr. Ito squatted under willow branches at the side of the pond and he was writing a

character on the ground with a stick which had lain.

He continued to speak.

“I repeat, I have controlled myself since you lived in Yushima town. These days I cannot
control myself. I can’t be satisfied with being your neighbor. You understand what I
mean, don’t you? When I read a book at home, my heart flies over to you without my
noticing. If I spend a day without seeing you, I can’t help feeling lonesome. Then my
study is not going well and my faith has begun to waver. I have extremely suffered for

a month or so.”

His words were surely the secret thing that I was waiting for. I quietly heard him

controlling myself.
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He continued.

“I reached a conclusion after careful consideration. I must forget about you and return
to my former self. I have decided. I think it’s for our sake. I'm not confident that I will
be able to make a living for us until the end. Carelessness is cardinal sin. It destroys

both of our fate. You also think so, don’t you? Surely, that’s bad.”

I was slightly disappointed that he made such remarks. He continued further. He spoke

emphatically as if he encouraged himself.

“Then, I decided that I would break up with you this evening. Sure, after today I will
never see you nor think about you. Today is the last day of November. To remember the
day when I break up with you, I came to see you. You understand what I mean, don’t
you? I will never visit you. I overcome myself. Now, I say goodby. I wish you good

luck.”

As soon as he finished speaking, he stood up.
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I was disappointed inside. “What a cowardly apostle of love he is!” T thought.
I wanted to reply to him. But he was just about to leave. And so, I unwillingly answered.

“I see. Goodby.”



N 5

A02Fu219img05.jpg
EVEES ZIZH D EIRNDIT LS L THT D& 510, PlkikgE IR AN, &

723l S NTiT o 7=,

WMLV, BLW, ZRTWT, MERSEEE LWV, ZARKRLTRIFLIXS K, #
DEBREEREE o7, OBV RAIRLIRE5%T - -

It looked just like he shook off someone who was running after him.

He didn’t look back and walked away.



I felt lonely and sad. Somehow I was heart-warming.

I watched after him until his figure disappeared.
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