











Jie

WE B#feAR BN (&7 XTF)) $E1 8%
i - BRI EE
[FiE : &FXF

Title: A Housemaid (Kaneko Fumiko) volume 18
Illustrated and translated by: Akanemachi Haruhiko

Original author: Kaneko Fumiko



iz 1

A02Fu218img01.jpg

11H30H, stvb LRV, ZTOHDW -7,
UIE 5 < Bk R o 72 HilAS, O k> < D% o Tk,

AL WOBITUT, FEEOHEGE LA TRE R 1o Tz,
ESULEDEAS MR LEDRS, RMIFAWTHKOMAZTE L.

ZFLTWVWOHEDEDIITF 2, EFRICH > TEo Tfro 7=,

I never forget it. It is the evening of November 30.

Mr. Ito hadn’t shown himself for a while. But he suddenly appeared.

He was pale and was looking down unusually. I was worried about him. And then, I



hurriedly finished my duty work of the house. As usual, I asked for the house lord’s

permission and we went out.
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We walked for 7 or 8 yards.
Nodding silently, he just listened to me.
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Suddenly we got to a dark place. Few people were coming and going.

Unexpectedly Mr. Ito stopped.

“I must confess myself to you,” he started to say in quiet voice, “I could hardly recognize
you. To tell the truth, I thought you to be a bad girl. But now, I see. You are a person
with true love. The element leader is an old friend of mine. Besides, I know a lot of
woman believers. But I have never met a warm-hearted woman like you. I say sorry for

my ignorance.”
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His words shocked me.

I looked at his face while he was speaking to me. His face was serious itself. Needless to

say, he couldn’t possibly tell a lie.

A bad girl! When I heard the word, I felt a slight pain as if a sharp needle pricked me.

Just after he said the word, he also said A Warm-hearted Woman. It brought shame

beyond words on me. I had a feeling of happiness and sadness. That was strange.
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I was quietly listening to him. I kept silent.

I suddenly realized we had passed Kaminarimon Gate and got to Kikuyabashi Bridge.



Besides, the wall clock at a train stop showed that it was past 11 o’clock.

I noticed that the shops around there started to close.
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I stopped in astonishment.

“It’s past eleven. I have to say goodby.”

“Certainly. It’s getting late,” Mr. Ito said calmly.

He always said “Go home! Go home!” But, that day, he tried not to say goodby.
“Actually, I want to talk a little more with you. Shall we walk to Ueno area? Anyway,
you will go back by train.”

“Sure, well. Let’s walk!” I answered instantly.

Something in the bottom of my heart pushed my reason aside.
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