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“Thank you! That’s best for me. But ...”

I told her about Mr. Ito.

And T hesitatingly said, “If T do so, I will have to betray him. I'm sorry ...”
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“Well,” Miss Kawada said.

And she was thinking something for a while.

Soon, she cheerfully lifted her head and said “I think, there is no problem if you return

his favor. It’s impossible to return the emotional favor but you can entirely return the

physical favor that he did. If necessary, I will somehow get the money ready. But ...”
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At that time, I already thought that I wanted to leave the Christian church.

Further, I even thought that her suggestion gave me a golden opportunity.

Although I was a bit shameless, I asked her everything.
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Two days later, a money order of 25 dollars came from Miss Kawada.

I received it at the post office and came back with thanks to her kindness.
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And, T asked the elder head’s wife for a leave from the house. But she just had an

operation to remove a tumor which had developed at her hand.

She was looking at her heavily bandaged hand. Then she appeared to be perplexed. And

she asked me.

“You see, Fumiko. We can’t help ourselves if you leave now. Anyway, the daughter-in-law
is physically weak and is pregnant. Kiyo (the housekeeper’s name) is the keyperson, but

she is a slowpoke. Look, this is my hand ...”

“Sure, I know it. But I think that I will not be able to find such a good job again ...”

But she didn’t intend to give me up.

Besides, she said “Please help us until at least my hand gets well!”

I couldn’t abandon them and leave from the house. So, I unwillingly gave up everything.

And T agreed to work to the end of that year.
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I was sorry to waste the kindness of Miss Kawada.

But there was nothing I could do about it. So, I tried to return the money to her. But

she didn’t receive it.
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