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But nevertheless, | was living in extreme hardship.

Then, an idea unexpectedly came to me. | wrapped a few winter clothes with my carrying cloth and
went to a pawnshop.
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"Hello. Can | help you?" said the clerk, who was doing a calculation with a calculator in the dim
shop and lifted his head. And he looked at my shabby appearance.

Maybe, he thought that he couldn't make much profit. His eyes were focused on the calculator and
the account book again.
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I hesitantly showed my pawn to the clerk and asked him to lend me money.

He was showing signs of annoying.

He scrutinized my face and said, "Well. Do you have any introduction from anyone? We cannot
handle the articles of the first-time customer."



"No, I don't have any introduction. But my dwelling is near here. | will guide you along if you like."
The clerk didn't serve me anymore. Keeping to look at the account book, he unpleasantly answered.

"Well. But, according to our regulations, we are not to take the articles of the customer that we don't
know."
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| just had to go home dejectedly.
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And then, | thought about something to sell. | rummaged in my strage box.

When | worked for the newspaper sales agent, | bought a book of algebra for 1 dollar 50 cents and
an English-dapanese dictionary for about 3 dollars at a secondhand bookstore. These appeared
from the box. | seemed that only these would be exchanged for money.
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| didn't need the book of algebra for the time being. So, | took it to the secondhand bookstore.

| expected that the book would be exchanged for at least 70 or 80 cents. But, | just sold it for 20
cents.

—————— After that, | saw the book with the price tag of 1 dollar 70 cents at the same secondhand
bookstore. | felt bitter.

But, the money of 20 cents was fine under the circumstances.
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| received the money.

And | rushed to the snack bar immediately. | filled my starving stomack.
(22K)
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