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Then, there were some goods left in hand. So, | started to peddle them. But it was hard for me to do
the work. | was a complete novice.

| returned from the school, and soon | changed my wear and went out with the goods everyday.

But | couldn't possibly enter other people's house at the last moment.
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| thought like this:
Nobody will buy such soup powder; When | enter their house, they might get angry; What should |
do?

So, | couldn't possibly enter their houses. And then, | walked around all day and my legs got tired

only.
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| scolded myself like this:
You are too sensitive; What do you do?

| encouraged myself like this:
In a word, you have not yet give up your vanity.

But those took no effect.

Toward evening, | finally knocked on the front door of a house out of about 100 houses for my life.

But they mostly rejected me.
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It was early in the afternoon of a hot day.
I had my usual carrying cloth of dirty cotton with striped pattern. With no parasol, | was exposed to

scorching sunlight. As usual, | was wandering around Yaegakicho town of Nezu area like a stray
dog.



I could hardly sell my goods for those 4 or 5 days. So, | had no money for meal. And | was starving.

Then, | was about to feel dizzy owing to heat and hunger.

I had no time to leisurely think about my feeling of awkwardness and their appetite for buying. |

couldn't give up weakly.
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I turned to a side street from the main street and moved about 7 or 8 yards. | came to a cozy house
with a little garden.

| peeped at the house.

A woman was seated in front of the dressing table by the window in a room next to the entrance.
She was provably the housewife. A visiting hairdresser was doing her hair.
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"Here. This house," | thought.

But | felt some hesitation in entering the house and stood still outside the front doors for a while.

| again scolded myself, though. And | barely opened the front sliding doors and entered the inside.
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"Hello. Is anybody home?" | said timidly.
"Yes," she answered through the room sliding doors.
"Madam, would you like soap powder? This is inexpensive and removes stains well," | said and

tried to get the goods out of my carrying cloth.
(02K)
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