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| usually closed my stall at around 10 o'clock. And | went back to Yushima town on foot for 1.2 or 1.3
km. | mostly got home past 11 o'clock.
Around then, the people of the rooming house almost always shut the doors and were sleeping.
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Holding the cloth (the tool of my trade) in a hand, | softly shook a door with another hand. And
saying "Mrs. Mrs.", | always woke the wife of the landlord.
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| repeated the same thing many times. And | felt sorry for her. | couldn't gather the courage to wake
her up anymore. So, | directly went to the Kandamyojin shrine.

There was a gazebo under the wisteria trellis within the precincts. In daytime, a vendor sold soda
and shaved ice at the gazebo. At night, they already removed their stall from the place and went
home. |lay down there and got to sleep.
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In a case like that, it was cool at night even in summer. But mosquitos awfully bit me. So, | couldn't
sleep easily.
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| barely hit on an idea.
| covered my head with the cloth for carrying goods, lowered the tuck of my skirt, curled up into a
ball and put my feet into the skirt. And | got to sleep.
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| was tired. So, | almost always slept soundly.
But the rain sometimes fell at night suddenly and woke me up. A policeman once caught me
sleeping and took me to a police station.
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My living in that situation didn't last long.
Especially when it rained for 4 or 5 days, | couldn't get a single penny. | got into difficulties. No
wonder | couldn't eat three meals a day. | couldn't eat only a meal a day.
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