


Proposal on a new manner of Indicating a Date
A proposal on a manner of describing a date.

For example, in the case of a date “August 5‘“, 20127, the United States Patent Office officially
indicates it as “08/05/2012” while the European Patent Office adopts “05.08.12”. For those who,
including myself (a former Japanese patent engineer), are not accustomed to the systems of the
respective offices, these are misleading: One would wonder “Is it August 51" or May 8"?” In the
case of EPOQ, there are theoretically no less than 6 ways of reading it. | fear the same kind of
ambiguity is happening in various other fields worldwide. So, | want to propose a simple but non-
misreading manner of indicating a date. Of course, those who are satisfied with August 5", 2012 or
the like manner can stop wasting their time here; but those who prefer not spelling out the month

names entirely or even in abbreviation, please follow me.

After using various manners of describing dates one after another without satisfaction, | came to a
new manner and have found it satisfying. As of 2012 5 10th, | started adopting this new method of
dating and have had no problem nor come up with a better method.

Now, in this new system, the order of the year, month, and day is not limited. So, there are 3! or 6
ways of arraying them. | personally prefer the order of “year, month, date”.

The year shall be in 4-digit form so that this year itis 2019, rather than the misleading 19.

Then, the month shall be in one-digit (1, 2...9) or two-digit form (10, 11, 12). The 01, 02...09 form is
not used to spare the ink and labor.

Next, the day number is added with a suffix st, nd, rd or th, when the number is 12 or smaller so as
to distinguish it from month. When the day number is 13 or greater, the suffix is omitted. Also, in
any case where the month number and the day number are the same, no suffix is added to the day
number either; for example, 2014-9-9, which is invariably September 91" of 2014. (1 actually used
2014-9-9 in a document submitted to US patent office and there was no problem.)

It is also added that when this system is adopted in a non-English context, the suffixes may be
translated into their respective counterparts in the language of the context, if they exist; but | am sure
st, nd, rd and th are now so much everybody’s language that translation of them is not

recommended.



Next, as for the marking between the year, month and day, it can be anything but number. One
space would spare toner a little (e.g. 2014 9 9). | prefer to use hyphen personally, especially when |
am handwriting. Thus, in the case of above August 5t of 2012, my system will describe it as 2012-

8-5t" or 5th 8 2012 or 8.511.2012, etc. Such would not allow a misunderstanding, except:

There is a little possibility that a rare person would take, for example, 2012 5 10th to mean the day 5
of the 10th month of the year 2012, namely October 5, 2012. | do not care, for such a person lives
off my time table.

| welcome anyone to use this method, and appreciate any critical opinion or any better method
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