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P1

Gensaku received a tax notice from the village office.

But the 28th of the month was Sunday. So, he drew money from the bank on the 29th and went to
the village office to pay the tax.
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P2

Almost all of the village people might have already paid their taxes the previous day or the day
before the previous day.

There was no village people who came for paying tax.

The treasurer read out the amount of money and made two clerks check it. Gensaku was waiting for
a result of their check.
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P3

"Hey, Gensaku!"

Suddenly, he heard a husky, deep and menacing voice. It sounded familiar to him. A village
councilor, whose name was Ogawa, was sitting next to the deputy mayor. Gensaku was called by
Ogawa.

He noticed Ogawa and answered, "Ah"

Like a child with a new toy, using the position in the village council, Ogawa bothered poor persons
or someone who he disliked.

Previously, Gensaku became a member of a mutual aid society. And he intended to use 0.12 acre
of farmland as security for a menbership. So, he visited Ogawa to ask an audit. But Ogawa said that
the security was insufficient. And Ogawa flatly rejected his request. He had been afraid of Ogawa
since then.
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P4

"Hey, Gensaku! Come on!"

As Gensaku was called, he unwillingly went to Ogawa .

"Hey, Gensaku! | heard you would send your son to junior high school," the fat village councilor
loudly said with menacing eyes.

"Yes, | will."
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P5

"l don't say you should stop sending your son to school. But it's not good for workers to send their
sons to junior high school. If anyone goes to school, he must become rude, jobless and
argumentative. So, that is bad for our village. Anyway, the worst men are the men that
argumentatively idle their lives. Hey, you! You have not yet had the duty for the standard level for
each family and have not yet paid the tax for the standard level for each man. You should pay the
tax for the standard level for each man rather than sending your son to school and having him rude.
That is good for our country."

Ogawa leisurely stopped talking and threw a sharp glance at him.
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P 6

Gensaku's lips were twitching and he intended to say something.

But he listened to Ogawa's insistence and lost the confidence for his own thoughts that he desn't
need to take directions from others about sending his son to school with his own money.
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P 7

"Have you come here to pay the tax?"

"Yes, | have .... "

"Right! You couldn't even pay the tax before the due date. But you are going to send your son to
junior high school. That's ridiculous. If you send your son to junior high school, first of all, fullfill the
duty for our country and the duty for our village .... Oh, well. You can do whatever you like. Anyway,
from this year, we will impose the duty for the standard level of each family on you. Be prepared!"

Ogawa gave him a nasty look for a while and turned around to the deputy mayor as if he was angry.
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P8

The treasurer and the clerks had stopped the check. And thet were staring at Gensaku.

Gensaku felt that he lost all sensation.
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He paid the tax and got out of the village office.

He dejectedly went home.
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