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The exam finished.

In the day when he was supposed to be back, Okino went to meet him at the station.
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There were a maid of the headman's family, the wife of a soy-sauce factory owner and a young
master of a fabric dealer.

They were waiting for the boys who would return back from the exam. She waited for her son
standing outside the station so that she would not be seen by them.

Her social status was low. She thought she could not stand among the rich like them. She humbled
herself. In fact, they thought of her as a humble peasant woman.
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After a while, a train arrived at the station.

The boys of the headman's family, the soy-sauce dealer and the fabric dealer and so on got off the
train.
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"Mom!", yelled the boy of the soy-sauce dealer. He instantly found his mother on the platform and
trotted to her.

Okino was watching them in a corner and she was thinking how happy she was if her son called her
friendly like that.
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"Master! Glad to see you!", said the maid of the headman's family.

She bowed politely and took his bag from the headman's son, who always opened his mouth

vaguely and was a little bit silly.
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Okino carefully looked at each passenger who was getting out though the ticket gate.

But she couldn't find her son. After the exam finished, he was expected to come back with these
boys getting off. They went away from the village on different days respectively, but they took the

entrance exam of the same school.
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She was worried that he might have gone past the station.

Standing still there, she looked around the station premises.
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"I made two mistakes in math. Maybe I'll get full marks on the Japanese test," the soy-sauce factory
owner's son said to his mother in a childlike voice and walked ahead of the others on the prefectural
road leading to the village.

Behind him, the people were starting to go back to their homes respectively.

"Tanimoto said he could have answered all the questions correctly ... ", the boy said.

Tanimoto is the family name of Gensaku. Okino wanted to run up to him for asking about her son.
But she thought of her husband. Gensaku worked at the soy-sauce factory as a part-time worker.
She still humbled herself and gave up.
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There was nobody except the station officer on the platform.

Okino begun to go back dejectedly.

The fabric dealer's son was leisurely following in the rear. She thought she should try to ask him
about her son. He was talking and laughing about something --- maybe, the exam --- with the young
master, who was his older brother.

She was going to get close to them and ask about her son if their chat finished. She didn't think her
son had gone past the station carelessly though.
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She was paying attention to the face of the boy, who faced the young master and talked continually.

As their conversation stopped a little, she got close to the boy and asked about her son hastily.
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"Tanimoto said he had to stay there," the boy said to her.

"The exam already finished, didn't it?"

"Well, our exam finished. But Tanimoto said he would take another exam."

"l see. Thank you very much," Okino said and bowed.

She was confused oddly when the young master faced her.
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The next afternoon, a post card came from the cousin.

It said as follows:

The son will certainly pass the exam of the prefectural junior high school. But he must take an
entrance exam of a private junior high school if he fails the exam. And so, the cousin keeps him
staying until the result will be announced.
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"If he fails the exam, we will not need to make him take another exam. We will not need to send him
to a private junior high school. We are poor. If we send him to school in the city, the village officials
might have an eye on us. And they might raise our tax. If so, we will be in trouble," Okino said to
Gensaku.

Gensaku kept silent. He was also unwilling to send their son to private junior high school.
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