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A Project for English Translation of Japanese Literature
Tittle : "An Undead Octopus"

lllustrated and translated by: Akanemachi Haruhiko.
Original author : Hagiwara Sakutaro
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For a long time, a starving octopus was kept in a water tank of an aquarium.

Mournfully, there were always rays through the pale glass ceiling in the muted shade of rocks in the

basement.
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No one remembered the dim water tank.

The octopus was thought to have died long before that.

And, in the dusty sunlight, only the rotten sea water had always filled the tank with the glass
window.
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But, the creature had not been dead.

The octopus had hidden behind a rock.
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He awoke.

And then, he had to suffer terrible hunger in the unhappy and forgotten tank for many days.
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The feed was nowhere to be found.

And, the food ran out completely.

And then, he plucked off his arms and ate them.

At first, one.

And, next.

Finally, he finished them.
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And then, he turned his body inside out.

And he started to eat a part of his guts, bit by bit, from a part to the other part, successively.
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Thus, the octopus finished up his whole body; skin, brain, stomach, every parts, all over, entirely.
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A certain morning, a keeper unexpectedly came there.

At that time, the tank was empty.

The clear salt water of indigo blue and the soft seagrass were wavering beyond the dull and dusty
glass.

The creature no longer appeared anywhere at the rocks.

The octopus vanished actually and perfectly.
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However, the octopus did not die.

He disappeared, but even so, he has existed there forever in the old empty and forgotten tank of the

aquarium.

Forever --- probably, over centuries --- the invisible creature has existed with certain awful lack and
discontent.
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