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A Picture Book
"A woman who never eat"

lllustrated and translated by : Akanemachi Haruhiko
Original author : Yanagida Kunio
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Once upon a time in a village, there also lived a Cooper.
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At one evening, he got out of his house. Taking a pee, he talked to himself.

"Ah! Ah!I'd like to get married to a woman who never eat!"
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At the night, a strange woman visited him.
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She said "You are the Cooper who wants the wife who never eat, aren't you? | never eat. And | work

earnestly. Please marry me!"
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He turned her down many times.

But she didn't go back.

Unwillingly, he took her in as housewife.
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Surely, she worked very hard and never ate.

BBECEEMNT, PLLREE LEEAN - - -



7

Somehow, the stock of rice reduced at a rapid pace without his knowledge.

He thought that there was something strange.
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In order to see what was happening, he got ready for work and went outside.

Then, he climbed onto the ceiling and hid himself.

And, he was peeping.
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Soon, the wife put a huge saucepan on the kitchen stove.

Taking a measurement of rice, she took a mass of white rice out of a sack.
And, she washed the rice quickly and began to cook it.

Moreover, she fetched plenty of bean paste from the storeroom.

And, she made bean paste soup in a large pot to the brim.

Furhter, she ladled the soup into a pail.
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Furthermore, she took a wooden shutter off and put it on the entrance of the kitchen.

Then, she made big rice balls of cooked rice one and another.

And, she placed the rice balls on the shutter.
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And then, she undid her hair.

There appeared another big mouth in the center of her head.
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She tossed the rice balls one by one into that mouth.

Using a ladle, she poured bean paste soup into there.
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While he was watching, she finished up the soup and the rice.
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After that, she did her hair neatly again.

Then, she returned to the good wife.
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This woman was an Ogress.

He thought that he had married the terrible woman and that he should throw her out of his house as

soon as possible.
He daubed soil on his sandals. And, pretending not to notice, he came back at the evening.
ZDZIFLUBTH > .
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"Even though you never eat, you're not cut out for housewife. I'll give you anything you like. So,
please leave me!" he said.

"All right! I'll leave you. So, please make a huge pail for me!" she said.

WS HERIFEDARC EDS, BFARRDBICEAD L. LATEES NS EIDNF>T NeE
EVWETE, TNTREZTIIHDL, ESDKRELMZVED, ILLATFIWVWERLILEL



B17

It was easy for him to make a pail. Immediately, he made it.
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The Ogress was waiting for a moment of carelessness of the Cooper.

And, she suddenly plunged him into the huge pail.
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Then, she put the pail on her head and went back forward the mountain quickly.
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The Cooper tried to escape from the pail.

But, the pail was extremely large.

So, he couldn't jump out of it.
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After a while, the way turned a mountain path gradually.

There were big trees along a side of the path. Their branches were rattling on the edge of the pail.
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Soon, the Ogress stopped for a rest in the shade of a big tree for a while.

He thought that he got a good chance.

So, he extended his arms from the bottom of the pail and hung a weeping branch.

He was able to get out of the pail.
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The Ogress didn't notice that.

She went deep in the mountain with the empty pail.

He thought that it was necessary to get away in this chance and he ran away very hard.
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The Ogress might have sensed something.

She looked back.
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She ran after him relentlessly.
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"She will catch up with me before | get to my village."

He looked around to see if he could find a hiding place somewhere.
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Sweet flags grew thick on this riverside of the mountain stream.

And next to there, wormwood grew thick.

B ED ERNDNFRICEBEDRY ., XREOHEICIFIEFAE>TEY X LE.



#z28

Then, he hid himself between these two kinds of weeds.
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The Ogress came running and jumped into there.
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But furtunately, a blade of the sweet flags stabbed into the right eye of the Ogress.

And, a stem of the wormwood stabbed into her left eye.
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In a moment, the Ogress went blind.

And she fell into the mountain stream.
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She died, flowed, and disappeared out of sight.

People say that it was the 5th day of May.

So, this day has become a seasonal festival.

People never fail to cover their roofs with the both of wormwood and sweet flags.

Also, they put sweet flags into their tub and take a bath.

People say that this custom is a precaution to avoid a bad experience like this Cooper.
(Rikuchu province, Isawa county)
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